THE WILSON BULLETIN

Published at Sioux City, lowa, by the Wilson Ornithological Club.

The present editorial organization is as follows: T. C. Stephens, Editor-in-
Chief, Sioux City, lowa; Prof. Myron H. Swenk, University of Nebraska, Lincoln,
Nebraska: Prof. Gordon Wilson, Bowling Green, Kentucky; Mr. Wm. I. Lyon,
Waukegan, Illinois; Mr. Walter W. Bennett, Sioux City, Iowa.

The subscription price in the United States is $1.50 a year, and 50 cents a
number; in all other countries of the International Postal Union the price is
$2.00 a year, and 60 cents a number. Subscriptions and orders for single copies
should be addressed to the Secretary, Prof. Howard K. Gloyd, State Agrieultural
College, Manhattan, Kansas, U. S. A.

EDITORIAL

An unusually large number of copies of the September BULLETIN were re-
turned by the Postoffice Department, because the members had changed their
addresses without notifying us of the new addresses. The postage due on a
returned copy is six times the oulgoing, seeond-elass rate. If the member later
ealls for the returned eopy, postage must be affixed to earry it, unless it is held
until the next general mailing.

To obviate much of this diffieulty we urge the members to notify us promptly
of any permanent ehange of address: and this notifieation should reaeh us before
the 15th of the month of publieation. We will always be glad to supply missing
numbers to members, but if the member wishes to reeeive sueh missing number
before the next general mailing, postage should be sent.

We advise members not to send in a change of address for the summer vaca-
tion, but the Editor will be very glad, upon request, to send any single number
to a temporary address without ehanging the mailing list.

We have recently heard some discussion of “life lists.” By a life list is
meant a total list of birds with whieh the observer has made a field aequaintanee.
This also implies that the list ineludes only species seen in the living state.
Therefore, museum speeimens, game killed by hunters or found in the market,
are excluded.

To make the pursuit of a life list possible and enjoyable there should be
eertain rules of the game. It does not seem fair to take into aceount subspeeies,
sinee, in so many eases, subspeeies eannot be distinguished in the field; and also
because subspeeies have been worked out more fully and minutely in eertain parts
of the world. Subspecies are for laboratory study, rather than for field study.

A life list of 150-250 speeies may be expeeted by the loeal observer in most
parts of the eountry. To run the list up to 300 or over most students would
have to travel beyond the boundaries of their loeal regions; and the upper limit
of the list would, doubtless, depend upon the amount and extent of such extra-
limital study.

To what extent a long life list is profitable, and to what extent it is an index
of ornithological erudition is, probably, a debatable subjeet, Whieh, for instanee,
is preferable and more seholarly, a superfieial acquaintanee with a long list of
species, or a more intensive knowledge of a smaller number? The student may
take his choice, or must be limited by eircumstanees. Anyway, who has the
longest life list?



